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  Due to weather-related school closings and COVID issues that limited the number 

of games for the Blue Raiders, there was more idle time than action last week.  

Girls and boys basketball teams played just one game each during the 6-day span, 

the wrestling team had wrapped up its regular schedule on February 13 but had two 

wrestlers qualify for Sectionals.   

  At the junior high level, the 7th grade girls basketball team finished an unbeaten 

season on Friday and the Jr. High varsity boys improved their record to 5-4 with a 

win on Wednesday.  This week the high school basketball teams were scheduled to 

play a number of games as they close out the regular season.   

 

BOYS BASKETBALL  

Bishop McDevitt 53, Middletown 50 

  Appearing rusty after having no games or practices during the first four days of 

the week, the Middletown boys got off to a slow start at Bishop McDevitt on 

Friday before getting back on track.  But the chase to overtake the host Crusaders 

came up short, denying the Blue Raiders a chance for a two-game sweep of 

McDevitt.   

  Clawing back from the early 13-point deficit, the Raiders gave their all, erasing 

the Crusaders’ 17-8 lead at the end of the opening period while forging a 26-26 tie 

at the halftime break.  An 18-9 scoring advantage by the Raiders knotted the score 

at the intermission.  The Crusaders grabbed a 39-35 lead after three quarters but the 

Raiders kept fighting and collected 15 points in the fourth quarter and had a chance 

to win it at the end.  Unfortunately, a series of missed free throws (the Raiders 

made just 4 of 11 in the fourth) and errant putbacks in the final minute denied the 

Middletown squad’s rally for a win.  Tajae Broadie scored a game-high 18 points 

and Tony Powell added 11 in the loss.  Three McDevitt players scored double 

figures in the win.   

 

GIRLS BASKETBALL  



Bishop McDevitt 66, Middletown 21 

  Two Middletown players, Amanda Lee and Nia Page, were honored prior to 

their Senior Night game against visiting Bishop McDevitt on Friday. 

Unfortunately, the Crusaders were just too good for the home team to compete 

with in McDevitt’s easy victory.   

  Led by Taja Colbert, who scored her 1,000th career point in the third quarter, and 

Maya Carter, the visitors blew open a close game in the second period and cruised 

to the Capital Division win.  The Lady Raiders trailed just 10-8 with 3:40 left in 

the opening period on back-to-back goals by Lee and Christine Miller but the 

Crusaders gained some distance and ended the first with a 19-10 lead.   

  Opening up the second stanza with a crushing 10-0 run that led to a 17-4 scoring 

advantage in the frame pushed the visitors up to a 36-14 halftime lead and, 

essentially, put the game out of reach early.  From there the swarming McDevitt 

defense held the struggling Middletown side to just 7 points in the second half 

while the Crusaders’ offense collected 30 to win in a rout.  With 2:59 left in the 

third the game was temporarily stopped as Colbert was honored for her milestone 

scoring accomplishment.  Makayla Claggett was held to just 8 points in the loss.  

  The Middletown girls had four games remaining on their schedule heading into 

this week.   

 

MIDDLETOWN BOYS JR. HIGH 47, MIFFLIN COUNTY 24 

 

  The Junior High Varsity boys team raised its record to 5 – 4 on Wednesday with a 

solid victory in the M.A.M.S. gym.  Coach Jeff Vaughn’s young Blue Raiders 

dominated the game from start to finish in the 47-24 win.  Led by 8th grade center 

Jonathan Horetsky’s 8 points, including a tap in at the buzzer, the Raiders led 14-2 

at the end of the first period.  With five players adding points in the second the 

home team owned a 27-9 lead at halftime.   

  More balanced scoring in the third, along with pressing defensive work, pushed 

the advantage to 44-13 heading into the fourth quarter. With subs playing most of 

the final 6 minutes the Raiders scored just 3 points in the fourth, but the lead was 

much too big for the visiting Huskies to overcome.  Horetsky finished with 13 

points while Landon Keyser and Tim Moore each had 8.  Jamar McKinney Talan 



Baxter, Zach Burkholder, Aleel Batts, Chase Eberly and Kameron Chisolm also 

added points.  Five other players saw action in the win.   

 

WRESTLING 

  With the regular season completed on Saturday, February 13 the Middletown 

varsity wrestling team finished with just 3 victories: 60-6 over Susquehanna 

Township, 30-27 over Kennard-Dale, and 36-12 over Steelton-Highspire.  Beset 

with problems getting enough wrestlers on the mats, coach Daniels Riggs was 

forced to forfeit many matches throughout the trying season.  “It was a tough year 

for the team,” noted team scorekeeper Earl Bright.   

  The good news was that Vinnie Corradi (160) and Sebastian Dash (215) both 

qualified for the District 3, Section 2 post-season.  Both came into the double-

elimination sectional at Central Dauphin East last Saturday ranked 8th in their 

respective weight classes.   

  And, although both were eliminated, the experience should help them moving 

forward. Corradi is a junior and Dash is a sophomore.  Corradi lost to Camp Hill’s 

Max DeLaye in the first round and to David Rhein of Schuylkill Valley in the 

consolations.  Dash also lost to Camp Hill wrestler Ben Mullin in the first round 

before putting up a competitive match against Brandywine Heights’ Dillon 

Mearkle in a 0-4 decision in the consolations.  Brandywine Heights earned team 

honors with a winning total of 136.5 points while Camp Hill finished sixth with 

104 points.     

 

    


